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March 13, 2023* 

 

Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors 

1312 Fairlane Rd 

Yreka, CA 96097 

 

RE: Mount Hermon’s Application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-14-01) and Use 

Permit (UP-11-15) 

 

Dear Honorable Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors, 

 

I call for the vote. Based on the information provided in this letter of protest, I believe there is an abundance 

of justifiable reasons that compels you to deny Mount Hermon’s application to expand the Kidder Creek 

Orchard Camp (KCOC) from 165 occupancy to 622 or 844 occupancy or to change the zoning to allow the 

camp to expand from 330 acres to 580 acres. As such, this is my final attempt (which is insignificant to the 

years of past efforts by numerous Scott Valley community members) to bring light to many irreconcilable 

issues. 

 

As you know, this application for a major expansion of KCOC has been circulating in some form or fashion 

for the past 14 years. There are obvious frustrations from all sides on this issue. As a taxpayer of Siskiyou 

County, I am frustrated to think of the hundreds of thousands of dollars or possibly more that has been spent 

to try to justify an application that does not meet some basic qualifications for such a massive expansion. 

This letter of protest has no bearing on the current Kidder Creek Orchard Camp. This is not a question about 

the current camp's value to our community and others. This is about a Santa Cruz run organization, Mount 

Hermon, imposing an expansion of a camp that would be greater than our two incorporate areas, Town of 

Fort Jones and City of Etna.  For me, it comes down to the finite resources, in this case, the water and fire 

resources and the negative impact to all the landowners, both in the enjoyment of their property and their 

property values, within or adjacent to the South Kidder Creek. 

 

On February 15th, in a heartfelt confession about his desire to change his previous vote, Commissioner 

Veale stated “As I look back on this, the reason I voted for this before is the reason I believe in the mission 

so much, in fact to the point that we want our granddaughters to go there. But the more I get into this, I see 

the Kidder Creek Orchard Camp being very well respected in the community, not just by the people that 

attended there which I know people, my neighbors, all express their appreciation. But when you go from 

128, I think it is now (county staff corrects him to say 310 is the baseline). When you go to 310 to 622, you 

are going to lose that appreciation that you have in the Valley.” He then finishes by stating “You can take 

the risk of a fire danger up there and we have no control over it. The only thing we can do is to control the 

exposure. And, I think, if you are driving down Hwy. 3. and that was a vacant parcel of land, you won’t 

look up there and say that is a place to put 622 people.”  
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USE PERMIT  

 

In 1996, KCOC received a use permit (UP 95-12) expanding the occupancy from 36 occupancy to for a 

“maximum occupancy of 165”1.  Apparently, at some point that is unknown, KCOC exceeded their 

permitted occupancy and are now at a “baseline” of 310 occupancy. When questioning how this 

discrepancy was established, County Staff Ms. Lang “When analyzing a project, the lead agency must 

determine the ‘baseline’ of the project so you are able to have a starting point of reference for the CEQA 

analysis that takes place. My understanding is that the 310 number is the number KCOC had provided the 

County when they started this process 14 or so years ago.”   

 

Given the absence of any County approved documentation establishing the new, self-proclaimed baseline 

of 310 occupancy, it must be assumed that all required environmental compliance have not been completed 

and therefore today, the Board of Supervisors must deem the submitted EIR for this application is inaccurate 

in its findings based on the fact it does not adequately represent the totality of impacts on the surrounding 

areas. 

 

Recommendation: Mount Hermon’s application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-

14-01) and Use Permit (UP-11-15) does not rectify the discrepancy between their permitted maximum 

occupancy of 165 compared to their declared 310 occupancy and therefore the environmental 

compliance needed to determine the impacts do not fully account for the total impacts and therefore 

must be denied.  

ZONING 

 

KCOC’s Mitigated Negative Declaration (Neg Dec), in the Land Use and Planning section (4.0-37), 

prepared by the County of Siskiyou, defined KCOC’s activities, specifically referring to the uses (over 10 

times) as such “All light commercial, light industrial, multiple family residential, and 

commercial/recreational, public and quasi-public uses” or some combination of “light commercial, 

commercial/recreational, public or quasi-public,” nowhere does the Neg Dec state Recreational, Private 

when referring to the zoning. 

 

County Staff on numerous occasions represents KCOC’s zoning as Recreational Facility, Private (also 

using other descriptions such as “passive recreational facility”). Most recently, Ms. Lang convinced the 

Planning Commission that this application was well supported in the General Plan and that KCOC was a 

private recreational facility2.  However, per Sec. 10-6.3602.158. - Recreation facility, private. - "Private 

recreation facility" means a recreation facility operated by a nonprofit organization and open only to the 

bona fide members and guests of such nonprofit organization (bold font added).” “Bona fide” private 

membership organizations generally have some meaningful conditions for membership, with operations 

 
1 UP 95-12 
2 Sec. 10-6.3602.158. - Recreation facility, private. "Private recreation facility" means a recreation facility 

operated by a nonprofit organization and open only to the bona fide members and guests of such nonprofit 

organization. 
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often controlled by the membership, and whose facilities and privileges for use are only open to members 

and their guests, not to the general public.  

 

KCOC is currently open to the general public. https://register.mounthermon.org/Registration/  Below is a 

link to their accomplishments for 2022.  By their own reporting, KCOC approximately served 1,550 of 

public-school students in the Outdoor Day Camp and Spring Outdoor Ed Day Camps, those students nor 

do any of the other patrons of the KCOC or Mount Hermon’s facilities, qualify as bona fide members. 

(https://blog.mounthermon.org/kidder-creek/2023/02/2022-year-in-review-kidder-creek/) 

There are four options regarding recreational designation contained in the General Plan, KCOC best aligns 

with either Recreational facility, commercial3 or Recreational facility, public4. The Siskiyou County Code 

further describes KCOC activities via Sec. 10-6.3602.151- Quasi-public. "Quasi-public" means a user 

owned or operated by a nonprofit, religious, or eleemosynary institution and providing educational, 

cultural, recreational, religious or similar types of public programs.”  

 

Most importantly, the SVAP, Chapter III, Comprehensive - Composite Plan for the Scott Valley Watershed 

clearly describes the portions of “non-resource areas” which much of KCOC lies within.  As such, Policy 

32 states “Residential, small scale commercial, industrial, recreational uses, and public or quasi uses may 

only be permitted when they are clearly compatible with the surrounding and planned uses for the land 

(bold font).” KCOC’s status is either quasi-public or commercial and therefore is limited to small scale and 

must conform to the surrounding properties. KCOC does not meet these basic qualifications and therefore 

any expansion of such activities is not permissible.  

Recommendation: Mount Hermon’s application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-

14-01) and Use Permit (UP-11-15) is inconsistent with both the SVAP and Siskiyou County General 

Plan and therefore any expansion of their current use should be denied.  Going forward, the County 

should enforce the permitted use of 165 occupancy. 

FIRE 

 

There are three evacuation routes identified by either KCOC or County Staff: South Kidder Creek Road, 

to the north via foot and south through Patterson Creek Road.  

 

South Kidder Creek Road - On February 15th Planning Commission, CALFIRE staff, Greg Roath stated 

that South Kidder Creek Road does not meet current California Code, Public Resources Code - PRC § 

42905.   

 

North via Foot – Per County Staff, dated January 18, 2023 “In terms of additional evacuation routes during 

an emergency, KCOC will utilize any and all routes dependent upon the emergency and the direction of 

 
3 Sec. 10-6.3602.156. - Recreation facility, commercial. - "Commercial recreation facility" means a recreation 

facility operated as a business and open to the public for a fee. 
4 Sec. 10-6.3602.159. - Recreation facility, public. - "Public recreation facility" means a recreation facility 

operated by a governmental agency and open to the general public.  
5 Siskiyou County, Planning Commission meeting, February 15, 2023, audio, 

https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/recent_meetings?field_microsite_tid_1=28 

https://register.mounthermon.org/Registration/
https://blog.mounthermon.org/kidder-creek/2023/02/2022-year-in-review-kidder-creek/
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travel staff and guests are able to go, including an alternative route to the north, which would likely be 

accessed via foot.” It is unlawful for Mount Hermon or the County to claim rights to access over private 

property to achieve planned emergency routes via foot or otherwise therefore this assertion by staff should 

be completely refuted which again, highlights the current inadequate evacuation plan and demonstrates that 

one is not achievable.  

 

Patterson Creek Road - In 2009, KCOC received an easement over what was Timbervest (see attached), so 

why if KCOC had a deeded access to Patterson Creek Road would they have not developed this access 

prior to their application to expand and avoid years of scrutiny about this egress route from the Camp during 

times of emergency?  Here are some possible reasons: 

 

1.) The location of the proposed easement is steep and will be difficult for a road to be constructed 

that meets Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 14, § 1273.03 “At no point shall the grade for all roads and 

driveways exceed 16 percent.” If you look at the map provided, the ability to come around that 

spur ridge and tie into the USFS Road 42N07 is probably very steep and would require a 

switchback to establish the proper alignment to the existing road and therefore may not be 

achievable (see map below). 

2.) There is no evidence KCOC has perfected the rights to use the Forest Service Road (42N07) 

necessary for their emergency egress escape route through Patterson Creek (See map above). Per 

the General Plan Circulation Element, page 26, STATEMENT CONCERNING USE OF ROADS 

ON NATIONAL FOREST LAND FOR ACCESS TO SUBDIVISION AND OTHER PRIVATE 

LAND DIVISIONS, states “The board authority of the Secretary of Agriculture to potent and 

administer the National Forests includes the authority to acquire rights-of-way and construct roads 

needed for access to National Forests. However, the Forest Service is not a public road agency 

and cannot accept the dedication of roads to the general public. Furthermore, adverse possession 

may not be used to acquire interests in the road or right-of-way belonging to the Forest Service.” 

It goes on to state, “such roads are not public roads in the same sense as are state and county 

roads.” (See map below) 

 

Recommendation: Mount Hermon’s application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-

14-01) and Use Permit (UP-11-15) has not adequately demonstrated they have secured the legal rights 

to use the evacuations routes as represented by KCOC and County Staff via to the north or through 

the road system through Patterson Creek, nor does South Kidder Creek Road meet 4290 code and 

therefore should be denied.  
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ROAD SYSTEMS 

 

In the County Staff, dated January 18, 2023, stated, “Both the TPZ and RR districts explicitly allow for the 

uses described in Section 10-6.1502 through a conditional use permit. Under 10-6.1502, however, the 

proposed use, ““will not be unreasonably incompatible with the uses permitted in surrounding areas: 

damages or nuisances from noise, smoke, odor, dust, or vibration; hazards from explosions, contamination, 

or fire; and hazards occasioned by an unusual volume or character of traffic or the congregating of a large 

number of people or vehicles.”” Through the EIR process, the issues described above have been 

comprehensively analyzed with the impacts as to any density issues sufficiently mitigated (e.g. water, traffic, 

noise etc.).” 

 

If the issues around “unusual volume or character of traffic or the congregating of a large number of people 

or vehicles” had been sufficiently mitigated as suggested by County Staff, why would Commissioner Fowle 

send the following question to County Staff on January 20, 2023 asking for further evaluation: “Evaluate 
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Alternative of utilizing Patterson Creek route for drop off days, as an exit route or entrance route, to reduce 

traffic/noise on South Kidder Creek.”   

 

For reasons unknown, this question was not addressed in the February 15th Planning Commission meeting. 

Common sense says it is impossible not to impact all the properties on South Kidder Creek Road if 1,448 -

1,5246 cars are allowed to travel up and down that narrow, county road and obviously by Commissioner 

Fowle’s question, he also had some concerns. Not only do the high number of cars impact the safety of the 

entire South Kidder Creek community, but it will also negatively impact property values, which is 

unacceptable in and of itself.  

 

Recommendation: Mount Hermon’s application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-

14-01) and Use Permit (UP-11-15) is unable to mitigate the massive impact to the South Kidder Creek 

Road and therefore negatively impacts surrounding landowners’ personal enjoyment and safety and 

therefore should be denied. 

WATER 

 

KCOC may have potentially and significantly underestimated their future groundwater requirements. In 

their own words, “When looking at the impact of a domestic well on the groundwater supply, it is important 

to understand how the domestic use is different from other water uses from the aquifer. For the KCOC, the 

per capita water use is about 45 gpd. This is mostly because all outside water use is accomplished by 

surface water from the Barker Ditch.”  

 

The rights from Barker Ditch are limited to 37 acres and reduce over time as the flow in the Kidder Creek 

diminishes7. During the summer months of July through September, in most every month, their right to use 

surface water is less than 0.5 cubic feet per second.  

 

This is important for several reasons, but the first is the fact that the entire Groundwater and Surface Water 

Analysis, performed by Glen Pearson, issued September 17, 2021, was solely predicated on the statement 

above “This is mostly because all outside water use is accomplished by surface water from the Barker 

Ditch.” The Planning Commission determined that water rights were out of their purview or jurisdiction, 

even after the County Council advised them that they were correct that they could not determine the legality 

of the right to use the water but do have a right to determine if there is "some basis for it" for their claims.   

 

Unfortunately, this was never done and therefore, I ask you, how will KCOC expand their operation from 

330 acres to 580 acres and supports the existing 3-acre pond, 24+ acres of pasture, an apple orchard, and 

numerous lawn areas and add an additional 7-acre pond, more large green ways, a full equestrian center, 

RV parks and campsites, and more, all using Barker Ditch water? A water right for only 37 acres and a 

right that diminishes as summer flows drop and are subject to future curtailments?  

 

 
6 Traffic Impact Study for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp, prepared for Siskiyou County, dated December 22, 2015. 
7 Scott River Decree, page 18 & 19, paragraph 55. 
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As to concerns raised in the scoping period of this project about the pond evaporation study, the study was 

based on erroneous data. The report issued by Chris Cummings, dated January 16, 2016, Mr. Cummings 

used an average annual rainfall of 43.5 inches. The source of the data is vague, lacks the exact location or 

dates of data, and clearly does not represent the actual precipitation for the area. The closest and longest-

term station (1936 to present) is located at the Fort Jones USFS Ranger Station which shows the average 

total annual precipitation is 21.1 inches8. If you were to look at just the last 10 years, the annual precipitation 

for the past xx has decreased to 17.8 inches per year.  

KCOC claims9 the “Water loss from evaporation will be made up by water capture in the lined pond during 

the rainy season” based on Mr. Cummings’s assumption of 43.5 inches of rainfall a year, the KCOC’s 

additional 7-acre pond. On January 18, 2023, County staff reported “It is of staff’s opinion that the study 

utilizes accurate methodology to realistically capture evaporation of the project area” however with just a 

quick read of Mr. Cumming’s report, it seems that one might question the idea that we received rainfalls 

more common in coastal temperate forests.  

Based on the water use as represented by KCOC, they have not established there will not be a negative 

impact to groundwater and as a result, should this application be approved, will further place the Scott 

Valley basin at risk for not meeting its Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) lawful 

requirements, and therefore will directly impact our agricultural community.  

 

Recommendation: Mount Hermon’s application for Kidder Creek Orchard Camp Zone Change (Z-

14-01) and Use Permit (UP-11-15) has not proven that its future groundwater needs will not have a 

negative impact on the Scott Valley groundwater and therefore should be denied. 

In closing, as you know, the SVAP is contained within the General Plan which also includes the 

Conservation Element and collectively serves to preserve the rural nature of our community and protection 

of its natural resources. Most recently, the Scott Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) clearly 

acknowledges these founding principles: “The Conservation Element of the General Plan recognizes the 

importance of water resources in the County and outlines objectives for the conservation and protection of 

these resources to ensure continued beneficial uses for people and wildlife….The objectives in the 

Conservation Element mirror the objective of the GSP, namely ensuring a sustainable water supply”.   

  

It goes on to state “The SVAP includes multiple goals and policies that align with those in the GSP. 

Specifically, the focus on managing growth in a sustainable way while protecting the prime agricultural 

land, priority habitat, and natural resources is an overarching theme in both the SVAP and the GSP. Given 

this alignment of the objectives in the GSP and General Plan, significant changes to current water supply 

assumptions are not anticipated.” Evident by its own proclamation, it is unmistakable the GSP is relying 

heavily on the leadership of Siskiyou County to uphold these decision-guidance documents.  

 
8 Accumulated precipitation at the US Forest Service Ranger Station in Fort Jones, CA was calculated from monthly 

accumulated precipitation (October 1st – September 30th) over the period of record. (www.cdec.water.ca.gov) 
9 (https://kiddercreek.mounthermon.org/mastersiteplan) 

https://kiddercreek.mounthermon.org/mastersiteplan
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Just as those who served the Scott Valley in the late 1970s and who strategically attempted to preserve the 

rural nature of our community by developing the Scott Valley Area Plan (SVAP), you now have the 

fiduciary duty to lead us into the future. I am confident you will do so by taking into full account the 

magnitude of this decision and will base your vote on March 21st on the merit of the application, unbiased 

by any personal support of the KCOC’s mission.   

Thank you for your service to Scott Valley and Siskiyou County as a whole.  

Respectfully, 

Charnna Gilmore           

Scott Valley Community Member                 

850 Highland Street               

Etna, CA 96027 

*This letter combines another letter submitted on February 13, 2023, to the Siskiyou County Planning 

Commission, prior to the vote to approve KCOC application.  

 

 

 




















